Merckel cell carcinoma: the impact of multidisciplinary management.
Merkel cell carcinoma (MMC) is a rare primary neuroendocrine skin tumor associated with a poor prognosis. MMC is histologically similar to small cell lung carcinoma. The incidence of MCC is increasing with a median age of discovery of approximately 70 years old. Treatment of MCC, which usually occurs in sun-exposed skin, includes surgery with reconstruction associated with radiotherapy and/or chemotherapy for advanced stages including widespread metastases. We report two cases of Merkel cell carcinoma in 76 and 84 year old patients and describe the natural history of this cancer and management in geriatric patients. Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) is a rare cancer with high malignant potential that mainly affects people over the age of 65. It must be diagnosed early to improve the prognosis. The survival rate at 5 years for local or regional invasion is 65%. The median survival for metastasized stages is 10 months. The therapeutic regimen recommended for the treatment of MCC is influenced by the geriatric status of patients, and a multidisciplinary oncogeriatric approach could be of interest.